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PREFACE. 


CouRTEOUs READER, 


HAVE not ſent theſe letters into the world 
| to encourage thee in ſin and rebellion againſt 
od, but rather that thou mighteſt view his 
reat goodneſs, as the beſt motive that I know 
f to lead thee to unfeigned repentance and true 
ith in the Son of God, &c. that thou mayeſt 
ome obedient to the Goſpel. For the more 
ou ſinneſt, if not by grace purified from it by 
e Spirit of God while here, before the awful 
agment-day, thy dreadful ſufferings will be 
ſo much the longer duration; ſo that if 
du wouldeſt ſuffer hereafter, thouſands and 
duſands of years, a time known to God, but 
known to men, then go on and fin as many 
ars as thou canſt; „for he that knew his 
4's will, and did it not, ſhall be beaten with 
ny ſtripes.” The author acknowledges that, 
le he continued in the Calviniſtic ſcheme, he 
t with an accident, not premeditated, but 
rely caſual, to the wounding of his con- 
Nce, as well as his moral character, in a 
ked ſnare laid for him, by two perſons of 
arning that ought to have taught them 
A 2 better: 
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better : but, about the firſt of January, 1790, 
he was brought heartily to embrace the ſcheme 
of the Univerial Reſtoration of all Mankind; he 
then threw off the Proteſtant maſk of Popery, 
bleſſing God that the ſentiment, worthy of! 
good God, tends to draw him daily to love Gat 
and his Chriſt, and all his fellow-creatures, eve 
his bittereſt enemy, and to perfect holineſs in 
the fear of God, to live a life obedient to the 
Goſpel in all well-doing, hoping for a part i 
the firſt reſurrection, and that the ſecond deati 
may have no power over him. That all h 
dear readers may follow him, as far as 

follows Chriſt, that o, with all nation 
families, kindreds, tongues, and languages, i 
may meet together at laſt, and praiſe God: 
the Lamb for ever and ever, and receive tl 
crown which ſhall never fade away} 1s f 
prayer of 


Your ſervant, for Chriſt's ſake, 


JOHN ATED 


7 


| 8 LETTER I. 


Long-Sutton, Lincolnſhire, Dec. 1, 1 790. 


Ho NOURED Six, 5 Ig 
FREELY acknowledge that I am unworthy of either 


having an interview with you in perſon, or correſponding 
with you by letter; but, as you was ſoexceedingly kind when 
Ivas on a late viſit at your houſe, as to expreſs à deſire to hear 
m me, Itake the liberty of thus addreſſing you. 


n now look back on years that are paſt, and behold what fa- 
erly-like affection and regard you manifeſted towards the in- 
reſts of my ſoul and body ; though for want of humility, and 
fielding, true, and teachable ſpirit, I paid too little regard to 
bur benevolent admonitions. 5 

Now from your amiable and forgiving diſpoſition of mind 
id benevolence towards me till appearing, I am ready to 


* 


rd for my welfare in every reſpect. Therefore with great 


lich becomes invaluable as being conferred by a perſon in 
Ar rank of life, as well as character in the religious world, 


athes benevolence. 

e matter of this and ſome future letters, if life is ſpared, 
_ will originate from real ſincerity, honeſty, and up- 
gueſs of heart, ſpringing from the late teachings of God in 
J foul, and from an earneſt ſearching into Divine Revela- 
, With a view to God's glory, and to comfort poor doubting, 


reſſed ſouls, 
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Dear Sir, gratitude and honeſty conſtrain me to ſay, that I 


der myſelf, that I may ſtill experience the ſame tender re- 


Iaſure I take the liberty of improving this unmerited favour, 


Id witheät mere compliment, I will add, whoſe ſpirit 
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Since I had the happineſs of ſeeing you laſt, J have felt 
mixture of ſorrow and joy: my ſorrow aroſe, I hope, as th 
fruit and effect of real genuine evangelical repentance, fro 
a feeling ſenſe of my littleneſs of love to God and his Chrif 
and that I have been ſo much wanting in perſevering in m 
piety towards God, that it hath not kept equal pace yi 
equity towards my fellow-creatures ; which two grand parti 
culars make up what I call the eſſentials of real chriſtianiy 
I hope I have well examined into the cauſe of this ſorrow, an 
it appears to me to ariſe from a want of an uniform and con 
ſtant ſteadineſs in that piety that is due to God, and becaul 
in times paſt, | have had too great an anxiety of conformin 


. x I 1 
and attending to ſchemes of man's contriving, inſtead ate 
living a life of humility and faith on the Son of God. Mn 
dear Sir, I look back and ſee how oft you have been conſtrn{l, 
ed to reprove me for my partiality, when I zealouſly contend e . 
for the rigid, narrow, and partial Calviniſtic ſcheme, a 1 
the ſame likewiſe, after a change in ſentiment took pla . 
when I warmly contended for the Arminian, or now com 7 
general inconſiſtent ſcheme. TCC 

Oh! Sir, what is man! Alas! how difficult to ſteer it 
twixt the two extremes. Obſerve, though I make uſe of lug. + 
phraſes to remark theſe two different ſchemes of men, Jeder 
would wiſh to be underſtood, that I ſtrike not at perſons, M ;.. 
ſentiment, or what I call ſchemes or ſentiments of mere va 
man invention. > 1 85 8 th 
My joy aroſe from that change that hath lately a N. 
place in my foul; I may date it from the firſt. of Jay. 
ary, 1790. In that great humility of foul and ſelf-abaleme dep 
ſuch as 1 never experienced before. O] what a fight I have Haie 
and ſtill have, of the four elements of hell in my ſoul, nd! 
yet totally ſubdued (which mutt be ere I can reach Henn 4 
and happineſs) which are ſelf-love, pride, envy, and Wall de 
a great contrariety to love and lovelineſs. I have now enovonlly, c.. 
to alledge againſt myſelf, but nothing in my own favour, dat: 
muſt aſcribe all to grace. feel that 1 have weeds cov: me 
growing in my own garden, without weeding other peopf ad , 
gardens, and can now judge no man, and have been long ran 
claiming againſt the Pope of Rome, and at the ſame time x 
ried about a Pope in myiclf. I detire now to acknowledg: a th, 
Pope, but the mind and will of God, revealed in the Old s WS 
New Teſtament, and to call no man Maſter but Chriſt, ter 
Mediator and glorious interceſſor; and I pray God that Wit th 
time may now much more than ſuffice, wherein J have Wong ker 
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ne will of the Gentiles, and that in future I may return with 
ur Fl purpoſe of heart, and evermore live a life obedient to the 
on Gofpel of Chriſt, that I may have a part in the firſt reſurrec- 
ton, fo that the ſecond death may have no power over me; 
and that I may continue to rejoice in the hearty reception and 
keling ſenſe of that great henevolence that reſteth in JEHOVAHN, 
he father of all fleſh, whoſe name and nature (if l may be 
lowed the expreſſion) is love. God is love, who changeth 
not in that love, but reſteth in it; (Zeph. iii. 17.) and whom 
te loves he loves to the end. (St. John xiii. 1.) Who loveth 
with an everlaſting love. (Jer. xxxi. 3.) | 4 
Therefore with loving-kindneſs will he draw all the apoſ- 
tate race of Adam to the happy enjoyment of a conqueſt over 
in, and all the works of the Devil, for, for this very end was 
te manifeſted in the fleſh. This conqueſt can never be ſaid to 
le completed till all fin and miſery ſhall be totally annihilated, 
ad all mankind brought to the fruition of love and lovelineſs, 
n a ſtate of ſoul ſuited to Heaven and happineſs without end. 
This, kind Sir, I humbly conceive, is clearly grounded in 
he Goſpel written by the four Evangelifts, and witnefled by 
ll the Apoſtles, as well as predicted by all the Prophets; 
$the Apoſtle Peter, ſpeaking of Chriſt the reſtorer, beautifully 
deryes in Acts iii. 21, Whom the Heaven muſt receive (or 
" retain) until the times of the reſtitution of all things; which 
God hath ſpoken by the mouth of al! his holy Prophets ſince 
" the world began.“ 
Now, Sir, to exclude mankind, the nobleſt of all things, 
om God created for his own glory, I think; is weakneſs to 
idegree, The ſignification of reſtitution; I humbly con- 
eve, is the act of reſtoring any thing loſt, or taken away; 
nd if fo, Were not all mankind loſt ?!—This will be applicable 
b them all as well as to the Prodigal Son, * This my idn was 
„dead, and is alive, was loſt, and is found; and Chriſt dame 
b ſeek as well as to ſave that which was loſt, and, What was 
lat?—Certainly a world of men and women that God loved. 
lt means to bring back what was Joſt, to retrieve from decay, 
ad reſtore it to its former ſtate, This was declared by IEHO- 
Jan himſelf, in the firſt Goſpel promiſe, Gen. iii. 15, And I 
vill put enmity between thee and the woman, arid between 
" thy ſeed and her ſeed, it ſhall bruiſe thy head, and thau ſhalt 
bruiſe his heel. This was proclaimed by God himſelfto Adam 
fter the Fall, as all ſhall be reſtored, that have or ſhall inha- 
lt the four quarters of the earth. So, if you will give me 
kare, I will endeavour to prove this grand part of the Goſpel, 
4 __ grounded 
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« Abraham, &c.“ 


_ Chriſt, and the power that he hath inveſted him with, 8 


„That we ſhould be ſaved from our enemies, and from thy 
„ hand of all that hate us; to perform the mercy promiſed y 
our fathers, and to remember his holy covenant.” 


niſt, and Arminian, or general friends. And here 1 would wk 


included a ſmall part of mankind, as the elect and favourites 


ſons of our Calviniltic brethren, that this covenant of theirs: 


| ſhort of the glory of God, and ſay they, in their ſcheme, 05 


E 


[ns on theſe four principal texts, written oy the Evange 
iſts, and to be explained in ſeveral Letters. Firſt, from God! 
covenant in Luke i. 72, 73, &c. And to remember hi 
« holy covenant, the oath which he {ware to our fathe 


| thi 


| Secondly, From God's love to a loſt, ruined and periſhing 
world of men and women, St. John iii. 16, 17. 
Thirdly, From the propitiatory ſacrifice of Chriſt for a lf 
world that he overcame. St. John xii. 32. _ 
Fourthly, From the gift that the Father hath beſtowed o 


John xvii. 2, 8 
Firſt, from God's holy covenant in Luke i 71, 72, 72, vi 


Give me leave, kind Sir, to illuſtrate this holy covenant by 
viewing the covenants that have been ſchemed by our Cali 


notice Firſt, of the nature of that covenant held forth b 
our Calviniſt friends, and they inform us, That God made 
covenant with Chriſt, the ſecond Adam, and in that covenan 


Heaven, to the excluſion of the greateſt part of Adam's poſt 
rity, merely as an act of his ſovereign will and pleaſure, nee 
intending to beſtow grace ſufficient on the reſt. 


Give me leave to ſay, Sir, though I greatly reſpect the pe 


I believe, too narrow by far; though there certainly is ſonal his 
conſiſtency in it, yet the idea is too partial, and unbecoming ) 
that Deity, whom the Scriptures ſo truly repreſent a God i fort 
love, in the moſt forcible and convincing manner. bat 
The nature of the covenant of our Arminian, or general friend tha 
appears to be as follows namely, That God made a covenavl wh 
of grace with Chriſt, the ſecond Adam, to Abraham, Ia dy 
and Jacob, and in that covenant included all the apoſtate WJ toy 
of fallen Adam, on the condition of the reEtitude of their wil the 
Alas! Sir, if Adam did not ſtand in that condition, wei lo. 
his nature was uncorrupted, what weakneſs then to imagine E 
Deity, who is wiſdom itſelf, would make a covenant of graf al 
on that condition, when he knew and foreſaw that Adam 2 ior: 
all his would be corrupted by fin; and, as St. Paul declares, "hl !ho 
truly ſo? „For,“ faith he, © we have all ſinned, and con ne. 
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eM the greateſt part of mankind by far will not be benefited by it, 
WM after this life is ended here on earth, but will be endlefily 
WM excluded from it, and muſt ſuffer the moſt excruciating tor- 
oa ture, in a lake of fire, ſeven times hotter than our material fare, 
as long as Deity himſelf exiſts, painting out the Omnipotent, 
in wrath and cruelty, a thouſand times worſe ihan even Pha- 
naoh in cruelty pointed out his own character, not conſidering 
that the Scripture ſaith, That wrath, or anger, is ſaid to reſt in 
the boſom of fools, and ſhall wrath, or anger, reſt in Deity? 
O no, Sir; it cannot be: Deity faith, 5 Fury is not in me.“ 
I Iſaiah xxvii. 4. And as we are exhorted not to let the ſun go 
down upon our wrath, ſo neither will Deity let the Sun of 
Righteouſneſs go down in his mediatoral kingdom whilſt there 
may be any wrath or anger levelled, or reſting upon any of the 
ſous and daughters of Adam, ſeeing Chriſt overcame the world, 
nd the Father hath given him power over all fleth, and the 
&lightful muſical voice of revelation is, © O thou that heareſt 
prayer, unto thee ſhall all fleſh come,” Pſalm Ixv. 2. and * all 
feſh ſhall ſee the ſalvation of God,“ Luke ili. 6. and they ſhall 
dl be taught of God, and God's anger endures but for a mo- 
ment, but in his favour is life. | | 2 
Now give me leave, honoured Sir, though I reſpect the perſons 
fall my general friends, toobſerve, that their covenant is a leaky 
wvenant; it takes in all, but lets out like a ſieve, the greatett 
art of Adam's race, to ſuffer endlefily as long as Deity himſelf 
exiſts, without his having the good of his creatures in view in 
chaſtiſing them; not conſxlering that anger in God proceeds 
Ix his love, but never reſteth in him, as it is otherwile ſaid of 
oe. | 4 
Now anger in God ſtreams forth from his love, going 
brth as a conſuming fire, not to conſume the creatures that he 
lath made for his own glory, but to conſume or deſtroy all 
lat contrariety, that lies in the way of its content, which | 
when conſumed will open a way for God and his creatures to 
Well together in love. God is love, and they that dwell in 
love dwell in God, and God in them. 1 John iv. 16. God is 
the firſt fountain of love, and from this ſource flows all true 
love every where elſe to be found; God is pure love, all love, a 
Godhead of love, a collection of loves, a gathering together of 
al love, into one ſpirit, into the eternal ſpring and ſupreme 
rm; God is a ſea of love, boundleſs and bottomleſs, without 
ore, bottom, or ſurface, and an infinite ocean of love that can 
«yer run itſelf dry; God is aſun, an inexhauſtible jource of 


love 
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love, chat can never ſpend all its light; all the pleaſures and joy: 


of love meet in him; God is a perfect unity of love. 

But is God an infinite love, if love leaves ſin and death 
reigning and triumphing over the greateſt part ef mankind, if 
the evil that abounds in the creatures can exceed the love and 


goodneſs of God: and if God ceaſes to be God, which he | 


muſt do, if he ceaſes to be good? He who was the diſciple of 
love, lay in the boſom of love, and fo beſt knew what God is; 
faith ** God is love, &c. But for continuance of anger, or 
_ itfreſteth not in God, as I hinted before. Iſa. xxvil. 4, ; 
Fury is not in me;“ does not reſt there againſt the creature, 
but, faith Deity, by way of caution and challenge, Who 
„ would ſet the briars and thorns againſt me in battle? I would 
« go through them :” 
“ againſt them would burn them together; not the crez- 
tures, but their contrarieties, compared to briars and thorns, 
And, if we have had fathers of our fleſh, who have chaſtiſed us 
for their pleaſure, and we gave them reverence, how much 
more ſo to the Father of Spirits, whochaſtiſeth us for our profit, 
You know, Sir, a covenant is a league, or promiſe, made to 
be fulfilled. Keep this idea all along in view, this holy cove- 
nant, or covenant of grace, is called an everlaſting covenant, 
ordered in all things and ſure, called the ſure mercies of David, 
as Chriſt is the mercy to be performed in it, therefore, 
Firſt, Behold this holy covenant in the text, as made in 
or thro' Chrift to Abraham, Gen. xxii. 18. And in thy ſeed 
„ {hall all the nations of the earth be bleſſed ;* and Gen. xl 
. * In thee ſhall all the families of the eazth be bleſſed; 
and Acts iii. 25, © All the kindreds of the earth ſhall be bleſſed 
in him.” Gal. iii. 8.—* And the Scripture foreſeeing that 
* God would juſtify the heathen through faith, preached before 
„the Goſpel unto Abraham, ſaying, E thee ſhall all nations 
« of the earth be bleſſed.” Ver. 14. That the bleſſingo 
Abraham might come on the Gentiles, through Jeſs Chl, 
« that we might receive the promiſe of the Spirit, throvg 
„faith.“ See alſo Rom. v. 15. to the end, but J ſhall only 
mention the 18th verſe at preſent. * Therefore as by the 
*« offence of one, judgment came upon all men to condemns 
tion, even fo by the righteouſneſs of one, the free gift can 
upon all men unto juſtification of life.” Gel. ili. 28, 29 
«+ There is neither Jew, nor Greck, (that is, Gentile), ters 
neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female * 
ye are all one in Chriſt Jeſus. And ut ye are Chriſt' the 
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or, as in the margin, „I would march | 
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& are ye Abraham's ſeed, and heirs according to the promile.” 
And Abraham is faid to be heir of the world. 


Secondly, Behold the holy covenant in the text, as made in or 


thro' Chriſt to Iſaac, (Gen. xxvi. 4.) And I will make thy 
« ſeed to multiply as the ſtars of heaven: and in thy ſeed all 
all the nations of the earth be bleſſed.” 
Thirdly, Behold this holy covenant in the text, as made in or 
_ thro' Chriſt, to Jacob, Gen. xxviii. 14. And thy ſeed ſhall be 
« asthe duſt of the earth: andth ou ſhalt ſpread abroad to the 
« weſt, and to the eaſt, and to the north, and to the ſouth; and 
«in thee: and in thy foed {hall all the families of the earth be 
„ bleſſed.” And St. Paul tells us, that © Jeruſalem, which is 
above, is free, who is the mother of us all;” i. e. all nations, 
families, kindreds, Jews and Gentiles, bond and free, male 
and female; for it is written (Iſa. liv, 1.) © Sing, O barren, thou 
that didt not bear; for more are the children of the defo- 
* late,” that is, thoſe who had lived in the world not eſpouſed 
to Chriſt, and born in the church ſpiritually, than the chil- 
* dren 81 the married wife, who are ſpiritual children, whom 


of one blood all the nations of the earth: and he (or ſhe) that 
fareth God and worketh righteouſneſs ſhall be accepted: and 
this is the work of God, that ye believe in his Son whom he 


earth, will-draw all men unto me.“ 


Now, Sir, give me leave to ſay, that this covenant is a cove- 
nant becoming Deity, a God of love, and, I may veuture to 


ay It, an everlaſting covenant, well ordered in all things, and 
ure, 


leave the remainder to ſome future opportunity, in a letter 
two, and remain, 


Your's to ſerve, &c. 


— 2 8 A. * 


the church had borne or brought forth, and who are but few to 
+ the deſolate, or forſaken children of diſobedience, «© ſaith the 
« Lord.” For. God is no reſpecter of perſons, but hath made 


bath ſent; and all ſhall believe | in due time, or in the fulneſs of 
time. © And 1,” ſays Chriſt, if 1 be lifted up from the 


dy 
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LETTER I 
Long - Sutton, Lincolnſhire, Dec. 13, 1700 


HonouRED SiR, 


CCORDING to my promiſe, as life is ſpared, I make 
w_ free to enjoy the great favour wherewith you was ſo 
condeſcending as to honour me, who am unworthy to corre- 
ſpond with you. I promiſed you in my laſt to prove this 
2 part of the Goſpel, called the Univerſal Salvation, and 
Reſtoration of all Mankind, grounded in the Goſpels of the 
four Evangeliſts, witneſſed by all the Apoſtles, and predicted 
by the Prophets, as the Apoſtle ſaith in Acts iii. 21, ſpeaking 
of Chriſt the Reſtorer, &c. ©** Whom the heaven muſt re- 
«© ceive until the times of reſtitution of all things, which 
God hath ſpoken by the mouth of all his holy Prophets 
6 fince the world began.“ | 
I promiſed you to prove all this in the following plain me- 
thod, viz. Firſt, from God's holy covenant, in St. Luke i.), 
73, And to remember his holy covenant, the oath which 
he ſware unto our father Abraham,” &. 


Secondly, From God's love to a loſt world of men and 


women, St. John iii. 16, 17. 

Thirdly, From the propitiatory ſacrifice of Chriſt for a lol 
world, that he overcame, St. John xii. 22. _ 

Fourthly, From the gift that the Parker hath beſtowed on 
Chiiſt, and the power that he hath inveſted him with.— 
St. John xvii. 2, 3. ; ; | 

Now, Sir, I have, according to my {mall abilities, made 
few obſervations on my fuſt general propoſition, * 
grounded on God's holy covenant, believing that the groul 
was good that I went upon, and with a ſceling ſenſe 0 
benevolence in my heart towards all my fellow-creatufe, 
who ſhall in the fulneſs of time rejoice in the goodneßᷣ 0 
JEHOVAH, who created them, for his glory. 15 
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| have proved it more by the plain teſtimony of revelation 
than by reaſon, and the cloſe of that letter brings me to take 
notice of my ſecond general propoſition, viz. To prove this 
rand part of the Goſpel, the Univerſal Salvation, and the 
Feforation of all Mankind, clearly revealed in the Goſpels of 
the four Evangeliſts, from God's love to a loſt, ruined, and 
periſning world of men and women, John iii. 16, 17.“ For 
God ſo loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, 
00 chat whoſoever believeth in him ſhould not periſh, but have 
« everlaſting life. For God ſent not his fon into the world 
« to condemn the world, but that the world through him 
„might be ſaved.” Now to call this the cle, world, that 
God is faid here to love, and not the whole world, is darken- 
ike ing counſel by words without wiſdom. 
5 {q It might be as eaſily ſuppoſed, that when Paul ſays, that 
re WY Chriſt loved me, and gave himſelf for me, that he excluded all 
his the reſt of mankind from the ſaving benefits of Chriſt's death, 
ni Wl &. But does God love the world? Then he is unchange 
the able in that love; and though his anger may ſtream forth 
gel from his love, for their good whom he loves, it is only as a 


ing conſuming fire to deſtroy or annihilate all that fin and miſery, 
r6-BY : that contrariety that is in the way of its content; or to pu- 
dich nr and meeten them, or mould them into a ſtate ſuited for 
nen MY love and lovelineſs, or heaven and happineſs, to anſwer the 


purpoſe for which he at firſt created them. JEenovan faith, 
« ] change not, therefore ye ſons of Jacob are not con- 
„ ſumed.” And as I hinted in my firſt letter, that God hath 
laid, he loves them with an everlaſting love, therefore with 
loving-kindneſs doth he draw them, by Chriſt their ſacrifice 
offered up once, for all the apoſtate race of Adam. 
Chriſt is declared to be the head of every man, and that 


a lot vhom he loves he loves to the end, and that he reſteth in his 
love, Give me leave, Sir, to illuſtrate this text in St. John iii. 

ed on 16, 17, For God fo loved the world, &c.“ by a teſtimony 

th,- WM of the Apoſtle Paul, Who delivered, and doth deliver, and 

| will yet deliver,” and the text in this propoſition is further 

nde 3 BW illuſtrated by the Evangeliſt Luke, chap. ix. 56, For the 

iz. 3 Son of man is not come to deſtroy men's lives, but to ſave 

wut „ them ;” and ſhall we doubt of his power, who came for this 

ſe 0 


very end, to deſtroy all the works of the devil in mankind ? 
dee alſo St. John xii. 47, © For I came not to judge the world, 
but to ſave the world.? And therefore his name Fan be called 

jeſus—For why! Becauſe he ſhall ſave his people from all 
their fins; He is inveſted with all power both in heaven and 
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in earth; therefore we may ſay, Stronger is he that is for u 
than all them that are againſt us, who will difpoſſeſs Satan fron 
every heart where he finds him, and will take full poſſeſſion 
himſelf; for at the name of Jeſus every knee ſhall bow, » 
things in heaven, in earth, and under the earth, and even 
tongue {hall confeſs him Lord, (as having a juſt right ow 
them and in them) to the glory of God the Fat er, Philippian 
11. 9, 10 and 11 verſes, quoted from Iſaiah xlv. 23. See al 
St. John vi. 33. 51. © For the bread of God is he which 
*« cometh down from heaven, and giveth lite unto the worll 
(not endleſs death.) The bread that I will give is 
* fleſh; (but wherefore doth he give it?) which I will gie f 
the life of the world.” Then what is to ſupport endl 
death? Nothing. V? 3 

Theſe texts make falvation as large as redemption : it isth 
ground on which the ſtudious Dr. Gill warded off his anti 
niſt, our inconſiſtent Arminian, or general friend; ſaying 
If general redemption be true, then univerſal ſalvation mf 

be as true; and, I think, it is great inconſiſtency to talk a 
general redemption, without believing at the ſame time, the 
univerſal falvation of all mankind. , 

Jeſus faith, (fee St. John xvi. 33.) „ have overcome the 
« world.” May 1 not add, which his father loved. 
Give me leave, Sr. to oblerve, on the aforeſaid text, that if the 
matter, manner, ſeal, and the reaſon of this victory be rightl 
underſtood, it will not only prove Chriſt's conqueſt of tit 
world, but that he conquers not as other princes do, to deſtroy 
and ſerve their ambition, but to recover, bring back, and fa 
all that he hath conquered. | 

2 Pet. ili. 9. © The Lord is not flack concerning his p 

* miſe, as ſome men count flackneſs, but is long-ſuffering b 
„ us-ward, not willing that any ſhould periſh, but that al 
* ſhould come to repentance,” even the moſt rebellious. 
The Apoſtle Paul, therefore, (in his ſpiritual letter to 
fon, 1 Tim. ii. 1—7.) adviſes all Chriſtians ſeeing this i fl 
caſe before ſtated in the Goſpel, ſaying, that prayers ſhould 
made for all men, for kings, &c. For this is good and 2. 
ceptable in the fight of God our Saviour, who will have il 
„men to be ſaved, and to come unto the knowledge of tie 
„truth.“ And our Lord fays, They ſhall be all taught d 
God. But the Apoſtle proceeds“ For there is one C000 
and one Mediator between God and men, the man Cit 
« Jeſus; who gave himſelf a ranſom for all, to be teſtified 
due time.“ | Not 
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Now, if we do not look at the power of Chriſt diſplayed 
eyond the judgment, when he hath clearly told us, © That 
wide is the gate and broad is the way that leadeth to de- 
ſtruction, and many go in thereat;“ how can we pray 
thout wrath and doubting! Forq\we believe, that the 
reateſt part of mankind will ſuffer endleſſſy and never be ſaved, 
e cannot pray for the ſalvation of all men without doubting, 
ut praying for the ſal vation of all men, without doubting, is 
e poſitive will of God, laid down as ſuch by the Apoſtle. 
Theſe obſervations lead me in the next place, to conſider, 
e prophecies, fo far as they reſpect the omnipotent power of 
EOVAH to be diſplayed, in a particular manner, beyond the 
neral judgment; not to fruſtrate, but to complete the will of 
od, for which I refer you to Iſai. xxiv. 19, &c. The earth, 
ys the Prophet, is utterly broken down; I ſuppoſe all the 
icked inhabitants of the earth are meant.“ The earth is clean 
diſſolved. The earth is moved exceedingly; the earth ſhall 


Ki reel to and fro like a drunkard, and ſhall be removed like a 
I cottage ; and the tranſgrefions thereof ſhall be heavy upon 
W it, and it ſhall-fall;” may I not ſay, into hell? “and not riſe 


gain.“ And what of all this? Shall this fruſtrate the will 
God? Certainly not; but obſerve the ſequel. © And it 
ſhall come to paſs in that day, that the Lord ſhall puniſh the 
hoſt of the high ones that are on high; and they ſhall be ga- 
thered together, as priſoners are gathered in the pit, and ſhall 
te ſhut up in the priſon.” Form, Sir, if you can, an adequate 
a of the awful pit or priſon of hell, pointed out in the paſſage 
ted above. Your ſtrongeſt imagination will, doubtleſs, fall 
initely ſhort of the terrible ſcene to be realized at that tre- 


inks J hear you interrogate, * Will they be ſhut up there 
endleſſiy? I anſwer, No; according to the words of the 


ſhall they be viſited. Then the moon ſhall be confounded,” 


ral ich at the awful judgment was in mourning for the pri- 
-:« hes aforementioned, when turned into blood, or darkened and 
eK lpſed like the colour of blood, and the ſun aſhamed;” 
11 wing likewiſe, by darkneſs, been in mourning as well as the 
EY %n) thus to mourn, when, through the whole of this awful 


of tht ne, God had only his glory in view, and the happineſs of 
ught & er Then the Prophet proceeds: When 
„ Gol the Lord of Hoſts ſhall reign in Mount Zion, and in Jeru- 


alem, and before his ancients gloriouſſy:“ 1. e. his grace and 
er hall be exemplified, in an extraordinary manner, in 


} 


endous period of the Almighty's viſitation. © But,” me- 


reſaid inſpired Prophet, who adds, And after many days 


viſiting . 


* 
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viſiting, ſubduing, and bringing all thoſe priſoners to the knoy 
ledge of the truth, and reigning gloriouſly before the ancient 
or Fa ſaints, 
This ſubject is further illuſtrated and confirmed by the ſay 
Prophet, (Iſaiah) See chap. xxv. 3—8. © Therefore ſhall th 
« ſtrong people glorify thee; the city of the terrible nating 
“ ſhalltear thee: who had laid long in the priſon of hel 
For thou hait been a ftrength to the poor, a ſtrength 
„ the needy in his diſtreſs.” How tranicendently re 
noble, and comfortable is this politive aſſurance of the nien 
condeſcenſion, and protection of that God whoſe exiſtence 
not limited, but as He hath been from eternity, fo, in li 
manner, {hall hisdominion be everlaſting ! This cheering hq 
this pleaſing truth, ſhould be our greateſt, incentive, i 
ſtrongeſt ſtimulus to the performance of ev: ry virtuous, en 
religious duty, copying the example, as far as we can, df d 
bled Redeemer, that ſo we may experience, in a moſt ei 
ſite degree, the accompliſhment of God's promiſe, in a gl 
immortality. . 1 

I beg, Sir, the favour of your indulgence for this ſhort d 
fron, naturally arifing from the verſes under con{aderation 
Mall now proceed to repeat the remainder of this remark 
prediction. The Prophet then, in continuation, very em 
tically ſtyles Chriſt, with reſpeCt to his mediatorial cap 
A refuge from the ſtorm, a ſhelter from the heat.” In 
appear, for their joy, as aſkreen from the endleſs heat d 
«+ when the blaſt of the terrible ones is as a ſtorm, agaiull 
«© wall. Thou ſhalt bring down the noiſe of ſtrangers, 
* heatin a dry place, even the heat with the ſhadow of 30 
The branch of the terrible ones ſhall be brought M 
Aſhamed and confounded, never more to open their mouli 
fin and wickedneſs againſt God and his Chriſt ; yea, the Wt 
of the moſt terrible ones, as Pharoah, Judas, &c. * Aw 
<« this mountain ſhall the Lord of Hoſts make unto all. 
« (remark, no one excepted) a feaſt of fat things, 2 fd 
«+ wines on the lees; of fat things full of marrow, of wil 
* the lees well refined. And he will deſtroy in this f 
e tain the face of the covering, caſt over all people; (td 
I think, called a covering. )——He proceeds, And 
« veil that is ſpread over all nations. He will ſwalW 
«« death;in, victory.” That is, hell, or chaſtiſement, call 
moſt The ſecond death. And the Lord God will wif 
©. tears,” —what, from his elect? true, and likewiſe, " 
« all faces, and the rebuke of his people ſhall he take aw 
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Ne earth for the Lord hath ſpoken it;“ therefore let God be true, 
enonMevery;man be a liar, who hath ſaid, © Heaven and earth ſhall 
paſs away, but not one jot or title of my word ſhallfail,” who 
good to all, and his tender mercies are over all his works— 
en at laſt ſhall every thing that hath breath praiſe the Lord. 
is prophecy ſeems to be quoted by St. Paul, 1 Cor. xv. 54, 
the laying, * that is written, Death is ſwallowed up in vic- 
tory; and his 55th verſe ſeems as if he quoted it from 
ſea 111, 14. 1 will redeem them from death: O death, I 
vill be thy plagues; O grave (or hell) I will be of nay ws 
ion: repentance ſhall be hid from mine eyes.” Thus ſays 
Paul from this, O death, where is thy ſting? O grave, 
where is thy victory? The ſting ot death is fin ; but thanks 
te to God, which giveth us the victory, through our Lord 

eſus Chriſt.” 5 55 
Dear Sir, what doth the Apoſtle mean? a victory over ſin? 

and all miſery to be annihilated—this is What he thanks 
| for, for this very victory through Jeſus Chriſt.— Similar 
is is alſo quoted by the Apoſtle John, Rev. vii. 17, and 
4. ** And God ſhall wipe away all tears from their eyes; 
d there ſhall be no more death.. (Why then there muſt 
n end to the ſecond death in ſome future period) neither 
row, nor crying, neither ſhall there be any more pain 
y ſo?) „For the former things are paſſed away, and He 
at ſat upon the throne ſaid, Behold, I make all things 
tw:” Then if fo, can there be any of Adam's poſterity but 
t are made new at that time, or in the fulneſs of time? 


gal ind he ſaid unto me, Write; for theſe words are true and 
ers, M ichful.“ —and 1 had rather believe Him that ſat upon the 
oi ane, than all the wiſe men that ever were, are, and ever 
ght Al be on the earth, who deny this hypotheſis. Then ſee 


h xxy. 9. And it ſhall be ſaid in that day, Lo! this is 


sis the Lord; we have waited for him, we will be glad, 
all a rejoice in his ſalvation.” This alſo cometh forth from 
„ Lord of Hoſts, who is wonderful in counſel, and excellent 
of Weg orking, | - 5 
this ur bear with me in patience, if Taſk you to turn to Romans 
35 (bd d, 21, „Moreover, the law entered that the oftenge-might 
« And ound : but where fin abounded, grace did much more 
wall ound; that as fin hath reigned unto death, even fo 
nt, C ght grace reign through righteouſneſs unto eternal life, 
weg Jeſus Chriſt our Lord.“ Give me leave to add a note 
„ei dis remarkable ſcripture. The law came in, the law 
e aw wes entered 


en” 


r God; we have waited for him, and he will fave us; - 
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entered, /ubintravet, it came in by the bye, in the way and | 
under fomething elſe, as ſubordinate and ſubſervient to it. 
The divine grace and love is that deſign, from which all things 
are conſtituted, to which all things ſerve, and in which God 
ends his works, in which he eternally reſteth. In the current 
and ſtream of this delign, in the courſe of this contrivance, ] 
humbly conceive, the law is brought in, together with fin, and 
death, not for their own fakes, but to ſerve and heighten the 
chief deſign, as ſubſervient to it, to ſet off and. heighten tlie! 
divine grace and love, firſt, to be to it like a foil well placed 
between the rich diamonds, or as a black ground {kilfully hid 
tor a beautiful picture; and ſecondly, to be to it like the tying 
of the knot, that the untying may be more ſurpriſing and de- 
lightful. 15 | 1 20 
Firſt, Sin reigns unto death ; but fin and death come in by 
the law. | Wi 
Secondly, The law together with theſe eomes in, in the 
way and paſſage of the grand deſign, which»is the reign of fred 
grace, of divine love, by that divine righteouſneſs unto eterna 
lite. But in the text it is further added, Where tin aboundy 
ed, grace did ſuper-abound.”” O] fir, what a ground of fait 
to the moſt doubting and deſpairing ſinner | Hath fin abound 
ed! then grace {hall much more abound. O! ſir, whatY 
{ſweet conſolation to the moſt weary and heavy laden ſinner 
Hath fin abounded over all? then grace ſhall much more abound 
O! fir, what an hidden ground of hope for the moſt un 
done ſinner! Hath fin abounded over all? then grace thal 
much more abound. I am inclined to believe, that before ti 
bleſſed Mediator between God and man finiſhes his mediator 
work and office, that no preſence, no prevalency, or predo 
minancy of any fin, can be a bar to the grace of God, fo 
great {ins are arguments of greater grace. God hath ſaid i 
Where ſin hath abounded, grace hath much more abounded 
Oh | thou that heareſt prayer, unto thee ſhall all fleſh come 
Grace hath ſuper-abounded, that is, it hath abounded muc 
more: it is a compound word, which ſignifies to exalt, to exc 
to tranſcend, to abound, to overflow; it ſignifies that the wo! 
added to it, adds a tranſcendancy to that tranſcendancy, © 
vaſt, admirable, ſuper-abounding, grace, above all meaſure ar 
compariſon. Ihe grace of Goc abounds above all fin ; whe! 
lin hath moſt of all abounded, the grace of God abounds a0 
all meaſure, expreſſion, conception, or comprehenſion; | 


abounds above all things, above all names and thought os | 
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celleney or tranſcendancy, until it ſwallows up all, with a moſt 
delightful admiration, into itſelf. 1 Tim. i. 14, 15. 

O! Sir, fare I am, God can never ceaſe to be good, till he 
ceaſes to be God; to this goodneſs I have faith to reſign all 
things. But J add once more, that here we have a parallel 
between the reign of two great kings, that is, as fin hath 
rigned unto death, even fo might grace reign thro' righte- 
mineſs, unto eternal life, by Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. And 
here, it maketh not a compariſon, in the proportion and mea- 
ure of theſe two great kings. Firſt, For the foregoing word 
nakes it plain, that the kingdom of grace doth tranſcend the 
iingdom of ſin and death, in the heighth of power and ſove- 
wgnty, beyond all compariſon and proportion. So, ſecondly, 
The compariſon then is in- the certainty of the reign of this 
ling, that is, Grace, to all its ſubjects, unleſs a greater king 
an riſe up againſt it, and ſubdue this God and grace. As 
Winter in its ſeaſon, ſo ſure ſhall Summer in its ſeaſon ſhine. 
ks winter of awful puniſhments ſhall prove ſevere and ſharp, 
ill all are ſubdued and made holy; fo ſure ſhall Summer in 
t ſeaſon ſhine ; even the happineſs and felicity that God by 
Uiriſt will bring them all to enjoy, till the top ftone comes 
al cries, Grace, grace unto it. | | 


4 


remain at preſent, yours to ſerve in the beſt of bonds, &c. 


LETTER 
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LETTER III. 


Long · Sutton, Lincolnſhire, Dee. 25, 17% 
HoNoOURED Sin, 


HE ſubject J have been treating of in my two Let- 
ters, hath had ſo good an effect upon my own heart] 
and conduct, that, inſtead of its being a means of E me to 
live a licentious life, this boundleſs goodneſs of God guides me 
more and more to real Goſpel evangelical repentance, humility 
of ſoul, ſelf-abaſement, love to God and his Chriſt, as well a 
to all my fellow- creatures. Have J an enemy? Let me do 
good for evil; let me, in the emphatic language of Scripture 
heap coals of fire on his head; let me ſeek the good of his ſoul 
that, when he leaves this life, he may finiſh his courſe wi 
joy, having no need of the anger, or fire of God's love, to con 
ſume that filthineſs of fleth or ſpirit, attached to him by nature 
and having thereby faith in the cleanſing blood of the Saviour 
overcoming every thing that has hindered his ſoul's content, i 
may be enabled to ſay, * Grace | grace for I am fant 
holy, and like a ripe ſhock, * to be gathered intoll 
« granary of God.” . 
n my two former Letters, J promiſed to prove that gr 
part of the Goſpel called the Univerſal Salvation and Reftor 
tion of all Mankind, grounded in the Goſpel, written by 
Evangeliſts, and witneſſed by all the Prophets and Apoſtles jun 
. 88 | N 
Firſt, from God's holy covenant, St. Luke i. 72, 73. 
to remember his holy covenant,” &c. 
Secondly, from God's love to a loſt world of men and" 
men, St. John iii. 16, 17. For God fo loved,” &c. 
Thirdly, from the propitiatory ſacrifice of Chriſt for al 
world, that he overcame, St. John xii. 32. 
Fourthly, from the gift that the F. ather hath beſtowed 
| Chriſt, and the power that he hath inveſted him with, St} 
xvii. 2, 3. © As thou haſt given him power over all flelb, i 
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Now, Sir, the two firſt of theſe infallible pillars, that ſupport 
this ſentiment becoming Deity, IL have, in my two former Let- 
ters, treated alittle on, according to my ſmall abilities: J fay, A 
little, becauſe I humbly conceive the whole volume of revela- 
tion is entirely in its favour yea, all the moſt awful threaten- 
ings and judgments. I now come, in this Letter, to take notice 
of my third general propoſition, viz. 

Thirdly, To prove this grand part of the Goſpel, the Uni- 
rerſal Salvation and Reſtoration of all Mankind, clearly re- 
realed in the Goſpel, by the Evangeliſts, from the propitiatory 
ſacrifice of Chriſt for a loſt world, that he overcame. St. John 
Ki. 32. © And J, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all 
men untome.” 

As Chriſt taſted death for every man, we cannot, I think, 
miſtake our Lord's meaning in the text ; that is, all men, all 
the human race of an apoſtate Adam, and to imagine that it 
means merely to draw all men to judgment, 1s a mere quibble, 
nd ſtill darkening counſel by words without knowledge.— 
sit is declared by the Apoſtle, that his ſacrifice was 
tered up once for all; ſurely then, in ſome future period, 
ey {hall all be benefited by it, to God's glory, as it was for 
us glory that he firſt created them, and for their joy. John 
ul confirms it, both in his Goſpel and in his Epiſtle ; in his 
olpel, chap. i. 29. The next day John ſeeth Jeſus coming 
"unto him, and faith, Behold the Lamb of God which taketh 
' away the fin of the world.“ By this ſome ſay is to be un- 
erſtood, his taking away the fin of Adam, that now none 
ll ſuffer for his tin ; but this is not all. I think the Apoſ- 
e Paul tells us, Rom. v. 16, And not as it was by one 
that ſinned, jo is the gift: for the judgment was by one to 
' condemnation,” (in the margin it reads of one) * but the 
free gift is of many offences unto juſtification.” And in the 
och verſe of this chapter, For if when we were enemies we 
were reconciled to God by the death of his Son,“ (obſerve, in 
e decree, covenant, and counſel of God, in this verſe, we 
ere reconciled to God, and God is ſaid to be in Chriſt, re- 
maling the world unto himſelf, that is, he hath, and doth, 
nd will reconcile the whole world unto himſelf.) Then the 
poſtle proceeds in the ſame verſe, © Much more being re- 
conciled, we ſhall be ſaved by his life.” For Chriſt ever 
"ts to make interceſſion for us. Juſt take notice of the 
li verſe, where the Apoſtle faith plainly, -*+* Much more 


then, being now juſtified by his blood, we ſhall be ſaved 
rom wrath through him ;”” and in the 8th verſe he aſſigns 
only cauſe for all this, namely, But God commendeth 

„ his 


«+ And if any man ſin (as all have ſinned) we have an ay 


are obedient to the Goſpel while here, follow him int 


- mediatorial work and office of Chriſt, but do the fame reſpec 


to ſay, I am fatisfied with him in the full completion of 
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© his love towards us, in that while we were yet ſinne 
« Chriſt died for us.” 1 Theſſ. i. 10, And to wait f 
| his Son from Heaven, whom he raiſed from the dead, eye 
„ felus, which delivered us (in the margin it reads delivere 
us) „from the wrath to come.“ And in 1 John, ii. f, 


cate with the Father, Jeſus Chriſt the righteous ; and he 
the propitiation for our tins; (for all the elect, thoſe th 


regeneration, as his firſt fruits) “ and not for ours oll 
but allo for the {ins of the whole world.” Remark, whi 
any ſin or fins lie on any of the race of Adam, he muſt o 
tinue an advocate with the Father for them; then, if any 
can remain unpardoned, unpuritied, on any of the þ 
and daughters of Adam, and they to bear their own fins( 
them in the lake of fire, endlefſly, as long as God exif 
let any one anſwer, when ſhall Chriſt, the Mediator 
tween God and man, ſubdue all things to himſelf, ceaſe 
be an advocate, and finiſh all his mediatorial offices, and g 
up the kingdom to his Father, that God may be all ma 
and that Chriſt himſelf may become ſubject unto his} 
ther? Remark, I mean in the Apoſtles' ſenſe a propitati 
for the ſins of the whole world. I am afraid thoſe who di 
from me on the point now in hand, not only deprecitet 


the wiſdom of God, who declared at Chriſt's baptiſm, * 
is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleaſed:“ as mud 


things that he has to perform in his whole mediatorial di 
City, I ſhall fee all drawn to him, all ſubdued by him: & 
have made him the head of every man, ſo then J ſhall 
every ſubject of that kingdom united to him their head: 
repreſentative, not a foul of man and woman mifling U 
] loved and created for my glory ; though that kingd 
which he is to give up to me in the fulneſs of time," 
once in great confuſion, diſtracted by fin and Satan, in d 
arms againit me, as well as at enmity in heart againlt | 
and my law, yet he, as the Prince of Peace, makes h 


by the blood of his croſs, to give peace: and as he 1s m L 
of me wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanctification, and reden in 


tion, ſo I expect that he will wiſely complete all th 
not to exclude man, the moſt noble of all things, blo" ; 
giveth up his mediatorial employment and office. As Vl" 
riglucous, I expect to find that he has acted righteoul! * 3 
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keming ſome according to their virtue, before the judgment, 
ad in ruling others with a rod of iron, puniſhing the evil 
bers according to their wickedneſs, but not beyond their juſt 
derts, for I am their father, and they are my ſons and 8 
s; though Abraham did not acknowledge them, my Son 
uſt act righteouſly, as I have inſtalled him into the office of 
zeverlaſting father, which implies everlaſting children; he 
uſt have a father's bowels of compaſſion towards them, not 
ling with cruelty, but ſeeking their good and my glory, for 
hom he chaſteneth he loveth, and there is none without 
laſtiſement, for all are my ſons, &c. „ 1 
50 likewiſe he is made of me ſanctification, as ſet apart to 
ange ſinners, to purify and to bring them back into a ſtate 
{ holineſs, as fit ſubjects to dwell in my holy, ſpotleſs, and 
re kingdom. He is alſo made of me redemption, a Re- 
zmer and Reſtorer of all that was torn in pieces, loſt, and 
nihing ; thus I expect him, before he gives up the kingdom 
Into me, as all fouls are mine, to redeem fully their bodies 
dl fouls, and to ſay by way of triumph, when he delivers up, 
e. Here am I, and the children that thou haſt given me. All 
s muſt ſee performed, before he hath fully purged and 
ified the very globe itſelf, from all the dreadful effects of 
e Fall, by the conflagration of fire, when nothing but righ- 
ouſneſs ſhall be found: Then he ſhall declare in wiſdom and 
ghteouſneſs that there ſhall be no more pain, for the former 
ngs are paſſed away, and ſhall pronounce that all things 
re made new: then with an echo and one united voice, 
ery creature which is in heaven, and every creature which 
on earth, and every creature which was in the ſea, and 
&y creature Which was under the earth (that is, every 
feature, men and women, &c. of the human ſpecies) for 
hom He died, ſhall ſay, © Bleſſing, and honour, and glory, 
and pow2r, be unto him that fatteth upon the throne, and to 
the Lamb for ever and ever.” Then ſhall I expect him to 
we up the kingdom to me. Thus Paul witneſſeth to this 
uth, that is, the propitiatory ſacrifice of Chriſt, Heb. x. 10, 
By the which will we are ſanctified, through the offering of 
| the bodly of Jeſus Chriſt once for all.” And in ver. 23, 24, 
Let us hold faſt the profeſſion of our faith, without waver- 
ing: for he is faithful that promiſed ; and let us confider 
one another, to provoke unto love and to good works.“ 
nis ſhould lead us all to take the Apoſtle Paul's advice, 
nd practiſe it. Galatians vi. 1, 2, © Brethren, if a man be 
overtaken in a fault, ye which are ſpiritual reſtore ſuch an 
| | one 
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one in the ſpirit of meekneſs, conſidering thyſelf, leſt al 
thou be tempted; bear ye one another's burthens, and 
* fulfil the law of Chriſt.” | 
But how little is this practiſed, even by Miniſters and me 
bers of Chriſtian Societies I now come, Fourthly, to prove th 
nd part of the Goſpel, the Univerſal Salvation, and t 
eſtoration of all Mankind, clearly revealed in the Goſfy 
by the Evangeliſts; From the gift that the Father hath beſto 
ed upon Chriſt, and the power wherewith he hath inveſted h 
St. John xvii. 2, 3, 4. * As thou haſt given him power org 
« all fleſh, (What for?) “that he ſhould give eternal life to: 
many as thou haſt given him. And this is life eternal, th 
they might know thee the only true God, and ſeſ 
Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent. I have glorified thee on th 
earth: J have finiſhed the work that thou gaveſt me to do 
(that is, in the decree of God). So faith Iſaiah, His rey 
js with him, and his work before him.“ Then if this hold 
not good in our friends the Calviniſts* ſcheme, theirs bein 
too partial and narrow ; neither can it then hoid good in th 
{cheme of our friends the Arminians, or General inconſiſte 
one, as theirs tends to depreciate the goodneſs, wiſdom, and 
power of God and Chriſt ; they wi// it, but want power tt 
execute it. Though this is God's poſitive will- will mak 
them a willing people in the day of my power. What! ſhal 
the Devil have more power than Chriſt? Theſe friends appea 
to me to have been trained up and prejudiced in favour of End 
ſeſs Torments, and through the remains of pride, are unwll 
ling to ſtand open to conviction, or let go their hold, but fi 
go on contradicting the poſitive aſſertion of our Saviour him 
ſelf, reſpecting the blefling that he is to give to all fee 
namely, eternal life, inſtead of endleſs death, woe, and m 
tery, as long as God himſelf exiſts. . 
But this text and bleſſings muſt hold good, in the primitiie 
general, or true univerſal ſcheme, as 1s clearly predicted h 
the prophet Daniel, chap. vii. 13, 14. © 1 ſaw in the nigh 
« yifions, and behold, one like the Son of Man came with the 
clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, 3 
they brought him near before him, and there was gut 
„him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom,“ ( For whal 
end?) „That all people, nations, and e 6 ſhould ſerve 
him.” Surely, if this is really God's deſire, am inclined" 
think that he hath wiſdom and power to fulfil it:“ his dom! 


nion is an everlaſting dominion, (not only for ages and 5 
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nd periods after periods, but longer) “which ſhall not pals 
way, and his kingdom (remark) that which ſhall not be de- 
ifroyed.” And the Apoſtle Paul teſtifies of this truth Heb. ii. 
% Thou haſt put all things under his feet.” 


Truly 
1 the decrees, covenant, and counſel of God, which ſhall 
> fulfilled. “ For in that he put all things in ſubjection 
under him, he left nothing that is not put under him: 
that is, in God's mind and contrivance, and in the grand 
heme of the economy of man's ſalvation). *© But now we 
ee not yet all things put under him.” (which is the grand end 
id deſign of his death and office) He by the grace of 
ol taſted death for every man, and ſhall not all be benefit- 
d thereby ? Yes, truly; for God's thoughts are not our 
oughts, nor our ways his ways. Our ways, and proceed- 
x, and judgments of theſe things are, and may be unequal, 
it God's ways are equal, and ſhall anſwer this grand deſign, 
umely, That all fleſh ſhould enjoy eternal life at laſt, and 
t endleſs death, becauſe there will come a time when there 
tall be no more death of any kind, but on the contrary, end- 
& life, in that kingdom that hath no end. 
dee Plalm ii. 8. And I will give thee the heathen 
for thine inheritance.” Can this mean one heathen 
ut of twenty? Surely no: nor upon the condition of their 
wing done good or evil“ and the uttermoſt parts of the earth: 
'tor thy poſſeſſion.” And ſurely it means the whole human 
de, as Chriſt is our near kinſman, to the Jews by Boaz, and 
d the Gentiles by Ruth. And ſee Pſalm Ixxii. 8, 9, © He 
ſhall have dominion alſo from ſea to ſea, and from the river 
unto the ends of the earth. They that dwell in the wilder- 
nels (that is, they that have been wild, not tamed hereto- 
te by grace) „ ſhall bow before him, and his enemies ſhall 
lick the duſt : (that is, ſubmitting to kiſs Chriſt's feet) and 
d him every knee ſhall bow, and every tongue confeſs, 
c. Chriſt came both to ſeek and to fave that which was 
t, and we all allow that which was loſt was the whole world 
men and women, and his name ſhall be called Jeſus. Why? 
cauſe he ſhall ſave his people from their fins : but it ſin lies 
ideſsly upon any one, how can this declaration ever be true? 
o confirm this ſee Pſalm Ixxii. 11th and three following 
eres. „Vea, all kings ſhall fall down before him“ (have not 
oſt kings been of a cruel and ſavage-like diſpoſition and cha- 
cr! yes; then this is not yet fulfilled) © and all nations 
ſhall ſerve him” (when moſt nations have lived in the groſſeſt 
dlatry, & c. then this declaration hath not yet been fulfilled, 
nor 
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nor ever can be, but in the ſcheme of Univerſal Salvation, x 
Reſtoration of all Mankind) but the Pſalmiſt proceeds on 
For he ſhall deliver the needy, the poor alſo“ (and who 
poor as thoſe in hell) © and him that hath no helper.” (out 
hell there is help; but in hell, apparently to its inhabitan 
they may ſee no help, yet ſhall they find help who in t 
ſenſe have no helper) He ſhall ſpare the poor and needy, ; 
*« jhall ſave the ſouls of the needy. He ſhall redeem their ſo 
** from deceit and violence, and precious ſhall their blood be 
his fight.” Much more fo than if the purchaſe of Chr. 
blood ſhould endleſsly broil in hell, and find no redempti 
Verſe 17 of the fame Pſalm. © And men ſhall be bleſſed 
„him (ourely it mcans all men) and all nations ſhall c 
* him blefled.” (it never can be true in any other ſcheme 
this, which is becoming a God of love) © Let the whole ea 
be filled with his glory.“ (Yes, ſhall it not be fo, as they we 
firſt created for his glory?) And ſee Iſaiah liii 6. * All 
like ſheep have gone aſtray; we have turned every o 
„to his own way (here is the diſeaſe, but the reme 
is as great) * and JEHO VAR laid on him the iniqui 
of us all.” See alſo Pſalm Ixv. 2, 3, ** O thou th 
* heareſt prayer, unto thee ſhall all fleſh come. Iniquiti 
«© prevail againſt me, as for our tranſgreſſions, thou ſhaltpuf 
them away. ot. Luke ili. 6. All fleſh ſhall fee ti 
„ ſalvation of God.” Ezek. xxxii. 21, © Pharaoh ſhall f 
« them, and ſhall be comforted over all his army {lain by ti 
* ſword, faith the Lord God.” Ezek. xvi. 61, 62, 63. 1K 
thou ſhalt remember thy ways and be aſhamed; and [ 
« eſtabliſh my covenant with thee ; and thou ſhalt know ! 
am the Lord” (even Jerufalem, Samaria, Sodom a 
Gomorrah) * that thuu mayeſt remember and be confound 
and never open thy mouth any more, becauſe of thy ſha 
+ when I am pacified towards thze, for all that thou! 
done, faith the Lord God.” Not as ſome think, that © 
ſpeaks ironically and tauntingly reſpecting the works of | 
own hands, who 012 pronounced them very good, and Vi 

knew their feeble frame, and that they were but duſt. * 
J have a higher revercace of the character of Deity, Ts 
language of a ſalvation by power at laſt for all fleſſi in ſome 1 
ture period, as well as the Scripture declares elſewhere, that! 
ſalvation of ail fleſh is by price: if fo, then we may draw t 
inference, that the matter is as ſufficient as if Scriptuie i 
ſad in theſe plain words, In ſome future period ſhall allt 


wicked, (when they are brought to the knowledge of the x 
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